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COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN BRAZIL



CURRENTLY...

• The greatest public health crisis of all time  Covid-19 has killed more people in
Brazil than HIV/AIDS

• Brazil’s response - Infrastructure

• Universal Access Public Healthcare System (Unified Health System – SUS)

• Federation: autonomy of state-level governments

• Federation: central government was supposed to play a key role on management and funding

• Brazil’s response – political decision

• Federal government – highly unprepared and against non-pharmaceutical interventions

• Massive spread of Fake News concerning “initial treatment”  Ivermectin (worm-disease medicine),
Hydroxychloroquine (Malaria and Lupus medicine)

• Leading role of state governments on pandemic handling and autonomous federal institutions (e.g.
Fiocruz – research-based public foundation - and Anvisa – Brazil’s medicine agency)





IMMUNIZATION 
• Delay and absence of the central government to procure 
vaccines 

• Two vaccines 

• CoronaVac: developed by Sinovac (China) – Clinical trials in China, Brazil, 
Indonesia and Turkey – 80% of the immunization program

• ChAdOx-1/Covishield (Oxford/AstraZeneca) 

• Prospections: 

• Pfizer vaccine (USA/Germany), Covaxin (India), ButanVac

• Covax



IMMUNIZATION 
•State-owned manufacturers 

• CoronaVac  Instituto Butantan

• ChAdOx 1  Bio-Manguinhos (Fiocruz – Oswaldo Cruz Foundation)

• National Immunization Program

• 40 years of tradition

• Highly efficient (similar to Chilean) 

• Main obstacles

• Pharmaceutical Active Ingredient – imported from India, for now

• Austerity measures 
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If it wasn’t Coronavac, Brazil would be here






